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EUROPEAN  REPORT 


R.  S.  Yeoman 


Since  my  last  message,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Europe.  My  wife 
and  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  three  weeks  of  journeying  through  Italy. 
France  and  England.  The  excursion  was  purely  a  vacation  and  gave  us  a 
long-anticipated  opportunity  to  confront  our  old-world  neighbors  at  first 
hand  and  in  “natural  color.” 

Of  course  I  seized  any  opportunity  to  view  Museum  Coin  collections 
and  visit  coin  dealers  in  such  famous  centers  as  Florence,  Paris  and 
London.  It  is  indeed  a  profound  experience  to  behold  vast  collections  of 
antiquities,  many  of  which  are  exhibited  on  the  very  spot  where  they  were 
created,  employed  and  preserved.  Yes,  I  bought  a  few  specimens  for  my 
own  modest  collection. 

The  coin  collectors  of  Italy  and  France  arc  traditionally  students  of 
classical  coinage.  Current  coinage  is  of  little  or  no  numismatic  con¬ 
sequence  to  them.  Popular  coin  reference  books  arc  almost  unknown, 
because  no  elementary  books  have  come  out  in  post-war  years  to  encourage 
the  beginner.  I  was  told  that  of  the  few  such  books,  all  arc  out  of  print. 

England  has  a  different  story.  In  addition  to  the  overwhelming  British 
Museum,  I  had  a  pleasant  few  moments  in  each  of  those  well  known 
London  Coin  Dealers,  B.  A.  Scaby,  Ltd.  and  Spink  &  Son,  Ltd.  They 
arc  keenly  aware,  I  found,  of  the  impact  their  discontinued  coppers  are 
having  on  the  Canadian  and  United  States  coin  market.  They  were  kind 
enough  to  credit  WHITMAN  with  at  least  a  share  of  this  contagious 
demand  for  their  coins,  farthings  and  pence  in  particular.  We  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  average  collector  tends  to  perk  up  his  interest  in  a 
traditional  coin  series,  when  it  comes  to  an  end. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  American  and  Canadian  collector  is  unique. 
His  irrepressible  interest  in  his  pocket  change  as  objects  for  collecting 
and  investment  perhaps  falls  somewhat  short  of  a  European’s  concept 
of  true  numismatics.  Call  it  what  you  will,  searching  for  the  elusive  dates 
and  mint  marks  is  a  mighty  fine,  healthy  hobby — one  of  the  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  leisure  activities  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Most  of  those  who  have  recently  joined  the  growing  ranks  of  advanced 
numismatists  in  America,  learned  their  A  B  C’s  from  the  “penny  boards.” 
It  is  evident  that  the  individual  collector  sets  his  limit  of  achievement 
according  to  his  own  ability,  interest  and  share  of  worldly  goods. 


R.  S.  Yeoman 
Vice-President  and 
General  Manager 
Coin  Supply  Division 


THE  EDITOR’S  CORNER 


It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  receive  com¬ 
pliments  about  the  Merchandiser,  and 
the  letter  that  1  received  today  from 
John  W.  Millington,  Ellington,  Florida, 
was  indeed  encouraging  because  he  told 
us  we  were  achieving  our  purpose  by 
keeping  him  informed  about  things  that 
were  going  on  in  the  world  of  coin 
supply  merchandising. 

He  suggested  that  we  include  a  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor”  column  so  that 
jobbers  and  dealers  could  send  in  their 
suggestions  and  comments  on  things  that 
have  helped  them  increase  their  busi¬ 
ness.  This  is  certainly  a  fine  idea.  Wc 
will  welcome  all  letters  and  pass  on 
worthwhile  comments  to  our  readers. 

Some  of  the  books  listed  in  our  “IN 
THE  PLANNING  STAGE”  column 
have  been  promised  to  you  for  quite 
some  time  and  I  suppose  you  occasion¬ 
ally  wonder  why  they  are  not  yet  in 
production.  This  column  is  intended  to 
keep  you  posted  on  the  important  proj¬ 
ects  that  we  have  scheduled  sometimes 
as  far  as  a  year  in  advance,  and  we  feel 
that  a  knowledge  of  these  things  will  be 
of  use  to  you. 


Editor  Ken  Breitett 

All  worth-while  books  require  months 
and  sometimes  even  years  of  research 
and  preparation  before  they  appear  in 
published  form.  A  case  in  point  would 
be  the  Puerto  Rican  and  Virgin  Islands 
booklets  which  started  out  as  a  pro¬ 
posed  48-pagc  single  volume.  Extensive 
searching  for  all  known  varieties  turned 


up  such  a  mass  of  material  that  the 
entire  work  had  to  be  re-written  and 
will  now  fill  two  64-page  books.  All  of 
this  caused  an  unexpected  delay,  but 
no  one  can  deny  that  it  is  all  in  the  best 
interest  of  numismatics. 

Much  of  my  time  is  spent  editing  and 
doing  research  work  on  our  various 
books  to  see  that  they  are  technically 
correct  in  every  aspect.  The  forthcom¬ 
ing  book  on  the  1804  silver  dollar  is  a 
project  that  I  started  some  ten  years 
ago.  During  the  past  two  years  Eric 
Newman  and  I  have  kept  in  close  con¬ 
tact  exchanging  every  scrap  of  informa¬ 
tion  that  we  could  turn  up. 

The  manuscript  is  nearly  completed 
now  and,  although  my  opinions  may  be 
rather  biased,  I  feel  that  it  should  be 
one  of  the  most  enjoyable  numismatic 
books  of  recent  years.  I  say  this  because 
it  is  neither  a  catalog  nor  a  dry  listing 
of  facts,  but  is  fast  moving,  amusing  in 
spots  and  reads  rather  like  a  mystery 
story.  The  problem  was  to  find  when 
these  coins  were  made  and  who  made 
them.  Piecing  the  story  together  called 
for  a  bit  of  sleuthing  that  even  Sherlock 
Holmes  would  be  proud  of. 


Eric  Newman  addresting  the  members  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  at  tho  Educa¬ 
tional  Program,  August  17,  1961. 

Those  of  you  who  keep  in  touch  with 
the  coin  collecting  hobby  know  that  co¬ 
author.  Eric  Newman,  recently  made  a 
speech,  which  was  the  high  point  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  Con¬ 
vention  in  Atlanta.  Mr.  Newman  is  one 
of  the  country’s  leading  numismatic  ex¬ 
perts  and  his  revealing  conclusions 
about  the  1804  dollars  kept  up  a  con¬ 
troversy  that  lias  not  quieted  down  yet. 
The  1804  dollar  has  always  been  just 
about  the  most  intriguing  topic  among 
numismatists  and  die  subject  is  “hotter” 
now  than  it  ever  has  been  before. 

I  spent  nearly  a  week  with  Mr.  New¬ 
man  last  month  putting  the  final 
touches  on  the  book.  We  want  to  get 
it  into  print  as  quickly  as  jiossible  to 
capitalize  on  the  popularity  of  the  sub¬ 
ject. 

An  editor’s  life  is  never  dull  and 
somehow  amidst  all  of  the  conventions 
in  October  and  November,  I  managed 
to  sandwich  in  a  trip  to  Ottawa  to  see 
and  photograph  coins  in  the  Canadian 
National  Archives. 

This  was  in  connection  with  another 
project  in  which  we  arc  currenly  en¬ 
gaged.  Our  ultimate  goal  is  to  produce 


an  authoritative  listing  of  Canadian 
tokens  on  the  order  of  the  old  Breton 
book.  Bob  Willey  and  Alfred  Petrie  will 
be  doing  the  bulk  of  the  work.  Don’t 
count  on  seeing  this  book  too  soon, 
since,  like  Breton’s  magnum  opus,  it  is 
a  once-in-a-lifetimc  project. 


COMING  SOON 
MARK  +r\ 
YOUR  CALENDAR 

"Store  Cards  of  the  Civil  War”  by 
George  and  Melvin  Fuld — This  is  a 
new  book  covering  the  Civil  War 
cents  issued  by  merchants.  It  is  a 
companion  to  the  Patriotic  Civil  War 
token  book  and  a  part  of  the  dollar 
Coin  Reference  Series.  The  book  is 
scheduled  to  be  released  within  the 
next  30-60  days. 

We  have  now  definitely  decided  to 
make  two  separate  dollar  size  Coin 
Reference  books  to  cover  the  coins  of 
the  U.  S.  possessions  in  the  Caribbean 
area,  'flu-  type  for  these  books  is 
being  set  right  now.  The  two  titles 
will  be: 

“The  Colonial  Coinage  of  the  U.  S. 
Virgin  Islands”  by  Lincoln  W.  Higgie 

“The  Money  of  Puerto  Rico”  by  Mau¬ 
rice  Gould  and  Lincoln  W.  Higgie. 


IN  THE 
PLANNIN 
STAGE 


"A  Guide  Book  of  English  Coins”  by 
Ken  Bressett-  the  ever-growing  in¬ 
terest  in  British  coins  as  created  by 
the  WHITMAN  albums  now  de¬ 
mands  that  we  produce  an  accurate 
catalog  of  these  items.  Because  of  the 
importance  of  this  book,  we  will 
make  every  effort  to  have  it  on  the 
market  before  the  end  of  this  year. 

“Fantastic  History  of  the  1804  Dollars” 
by  Walter  Breen,  Eric  Newman,  Ken 
Bressett  and  Lynn  Glaser — Mr.  New- 
man  spoke  about  the  1804  dollars  at 
the  reegnt  American  Numismatic  As¬ 
sociation  Convention.  His  talk  was 
heralded  as  one  of  the  most  thrilling 
and  important  numismatic  speeches 
in  recent  times.  The  unprecedented 
interest  in  this  coin  will  lead  us  to 
produce  the  book  at  the  earliest  pos¬ 
sible  date. 

‘Pageant  of  World  Commemorative 
Coins”  by  Thomas  W.  Becker — The 
manuscript  for  this  book  is  completed 
and  we  are  now  making  a  final  search 
for  all  of  the  coins  needed  to  illus¬ 
trate  this  monumental  work.  It 
should  be  in  print  by  late  1961. 

‘A  Guide  Book  of  Mexican  Decimal 
Coins”  by  T.  V.  Buttrey — we  are  still 


hard  at  work  on  this  book  and  feel 
that  it  will  eventually  be  one  of  the 
more  important  books  in  the  WHIT¬ 
MAN  line.  Plans  call  for  this  to  be 
ready  by  early  1962. 

‘Commemorative  United  States  Coins” 
by  Arlie  Slabaugh- — The  concluding 
chapters  of  this  article  will  soon  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook 
Magazine.  It  will  then  be  published 
as  an  important  addition  to  the  dol¬ 
lar  Coin  Reference  Series. 

‘Misstruck  Coins”  by  Charles  Scher- 
merhorn — New  government  regula¬ 
tions  concerning  mint  error  coins  will 
soon  be  available  for  inclusion  in 
this  book.  Look  for  this  early  in 
1962. 


Little  mention  has  been  made  of  the 
recent  reduction  in  price  on  the  WHIT¬ 
MAN  coin  tubes  from  10<  to  two  for 
15<.  The  change,  nevertheless,  has  made 
an  impact  on  the  market  and  we  are 
beginning  to  sec  the  effects  reflected  in 
the  increased  sales  of  these  items. 

Sales  of  coin  tubes  to  collectors  can 
be  an  important  part  of  your  business. 
Wc  have  found  that  people  are  using 
these  tubes  for  all  sorts  of  purposes  other 
than  storing  coins.  The  two  for  15< 
price  apparently  has  been  a  big  factor 
in  making  the  Whitman  tube  the  most 
popular  one  on  the  market. 

During  the  past  month  we  have  been 
experiencing  difficulty  in  supplying  all 
of  the  requests  for  coin  tubes.  This  was 
especially  true  of  the  cent  lubes,  which 
are  the  most  popular.  When  we  were 
not  out  of  stock  on  the  tubes,  wc  were 
out  of  cartons!  Things  got  a  bit  trying 
at  times,  but,  fortunately,  increased 
production  has  righted  tilings  now. 

I  was  very  much  interested  to  see  the 
recent  Christmas  promotion  by  Cooper’s 
of  Dayton.  They  have  designed  a  scries 
of  1 1  specially  packed  coin  kits  contain¬ 
ing  books  or  albums  that  will  appeal  to 
collectors  and  their  gift-seeking  friends. 
We  were  pleased  to  note  that  WHIT¬ 
MAN  items  were  used  in  most  instances 
in  their  selection  of  popular  items. 

Several  changes  have  been  made  in 
our  office  personnel.  To  those  of  you 
who  were  familiar  with  the  friendly 
voice  of  Rita,  you  may  l>c  interested  to 
know  that  she  is  scheduling  a  special 
production  of  her  own  and  will  no 
longer  be  processing  your  orders.  She 
has  been  replaced  by  Lee  Sommer feld, 
whom  we  know  will  give  you  equally 
fine  service.  Another  co-worker,  who 
had  been  assisting  Rita,  left  us  under 
similar  circumstances  and  has  been  re¬ 
placed  by  Pam  Carnley. 


NEW  WHITMAN 
LABELS  AND  DECALS 


This  counter  disploy 
unit  is  on  eyo-cotcher 
designed  for  impulse 
buying. 


The  newest  items  in  the  Whitman  Coin 
Supply  Line  are  Pressure-Sensitive 
Labels  and  Decal  Labels.  These  arc 
designed  for  collectors  to  use  on  their 
WHITMAN  coin  folders  and  albums. 

The  Pressure-Sensitive  Labels  arc  a 
scries  of  454  words,  dates  and  phrases 


printed  on  six  sheets  neatly  packaged  in 
a  polyethylene  pouch.  The  package  sells 
for  $1.00.  These  labels  eliminate  the 
problem  of  identification  on  plastics  and 
coin  boxes.  The  collector  simply  peels 
off  the  proper  Pressure-Sensitive  Label 
from  the  sheet,  positions  it,  presses 
down  firmly  and  the  job  is  finished. 
These  self-adhesive  labels  stick  fast  to 
almost  any  surface. 

A  scries  of  dates  and  mint  marks  up 
to  1968  arc  available  for  collectors  who 
wish  to  bring  their  albums  up  to  date 
or  extend  their  usefulness  into  the  fu¬ 
ture.  The  Pressure-Sensitive  Labels  arc 
printed  in  black  on  blue  stock  making  a 
perfect  match  for  the  Whitman  coin 
folders. 

The  new  Whitman  decal  labels  serve 
a  similar  purpose  but  are  designed  for 
use  with  the  Whitman  Plasti-Clad 
boards  and  the  Bookshelf  Albums. 

A  series  of  5  sheets  of  decals  is  con¬ 
tained  in  each  packet,  which  sells  for  $  1 . 
A  total  of  787  words,  dates  and  phrases 
are  included  in  the  scries  for  United 
States  coins.  These  arc  printed  in  gold 
letters  that  match  the  printing  on  the 


WHITMAN  coin  albums. 

'1'he  decals  solve  the  problem  of  let¬ 
tering  albums,  plastic  holders  and  coin 
tubes  which  have  a  surface  not  suitable 
for  pencil  or  pen.  To  use  the  decals,  the 
collector  simply  cuts  out  the  desired 
words,  and  after  soaking  it  in  water  for 
a  fewr  seconds,  slides  the  decal  from  the 
pa|)cr  on  to  the  object.  The  gold  print¬ 
ing  is  on  transparent  acetate  for  a  neat 
appearance  on  any  color  background. 

A  series  of  5  sheets  of  decals  for  use 
with  foreign  coin  collections  will  also  be 
available  within  a  few  weeks.  Collectors 
arc  bound  to  find  many  uses  for  these 
labels  such  as  lettering  placards,  charts, 
coin  boxes,  plastic  holders,  tubes  and 
the  like. 

The  individual  packets  of  decals  or 
labels  will  come  to  you  packaged  in  an 
attractive  counter  display  unit  holding 
12  packets  of  any  one  of  the  three  styles. 
The  nationally  advertised  price  of  each 
of  these  is  $1.  The  specially  designed 
display  carton  may  be  used  on  your 
store  counter,  shelf  or  hung  on  the  wall 
in  a  convenient  spot.  It  should  be  prom¬ 
inently  displayed  for  impulse  sales. 


A  broad  national  advertising  program  will  bring  this  advertisement  to  the  attention  of  an  estimated  150,000  collectors. 


This  Is  the  Easy  Way,  and  Neatest  Way  to  Keep  Your  Coin  Holders  Up-to-date... 
Identify  and  Classify  with 

WHITMAN  DECALS  WHITMAN  LABELS 


NICKEL  NICKEL  NICKEL 


uuu 

o 


787  decals 
$1.00 
at  your 
hobby  dealer 


Solved  nt  Inst  is  the  problem  of  labeling  coin  al¬ 
bums.  plastic  holders  and  tube*  with  surfaces  not 
suitable  for  pencil  or  |x>n.  .lust  cut  the  date,  title 
or  phrase  from  the  sheet,  soak  it  in  water,  and  slide 
the  decal  from  the  paper  onto  the  object. 

The  gold  lettering  matches  the  printing  in  all 
Whitman  albums  and  I’lasliClad  boards.  It  is  print¬ 
ed  on  transparent  acetate  for  neat  appearance  on 
any  color  background. 

Whitman  decalB  are  available  for  U.S.  and  for¬ 
eign  coins. 

Over  250  Whitman  Hems  for  the  Coin 
Collector  at  Your  Hobby  Dealer 


No  more  bother  with  hand  lettering  to  fill  in  blanks 
in  your  coin  folders.  Eliminate  the  problem  of  iden¬ 
tification  on  plastics  and  coin  boxes.  Now.  peel  off 
the  pressure-sensitive  Whitman  label  from  the 
sheet,  position  it  properly,  and  press  it  down  firmly. 

It  really  sticks! 

Dates,  up  to  1968.  titles,  and  phrases  are  printer! 
in  black  on  blue  making  a  perfect  match  for  Whit¬ 
man  coin  folders.  Since  these  self-adhesive  labels 
adhere  to  practically  any  surface,  every  coin  collec¬ 
tor  will  find  many  other  uses. 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  Raolno,  Wl*. 
WORLD'S  LEAOINO  NUMISMATIC  PUBLISHERS 


454  labels 
$1.00 
at  your 
hobby  dealer 


JUST  WHAT  IS  QUALITY,  ANYWAY? 


It  is  only  natural  that  wc  here  at 
WHITMAN  arc  proud  of  the  enviable 
reputation  that  we  have  built  concern¬ 
ing  the  quality  of  WHITMAN  prod¬ 
ucts. 

Quality  in  a  product  is  not  something 
that  just  happens.  It  has  to  be  carefully 
calculated  every  step  of  the  way.  Once 
a  quality  product  is  achieved,  there  can 
be  no  slackening  of  the  controls  and 
inspections  and  no  compromise  on  toler¬ 
ances  and  specifications. 

One  of  the  first  quality  checks  in 
producing  coin  albums  is  to  find  a  type 
of  paper  suitable  to  the  purpose.  The 
paper  testing  laboratory  here  at  WHIT¬ 
MAN  is  constantly  checking  paper 
products  to  be  sure  that  everything  used 
in  the  WHITMAN  coin  albums  corre¬ 
sponds  to  our  rigid  standards. 

The  plastic  used  in  the  WHITMAN 
coin  tubes  and  Plasti-Clad  holders  is 
polystyrene — the  most  ideal  plastic  for 
preserving  coins.  It  Is  chemically  inert, 
which  means  that  it  will  not  deteriorate 
or  release  chemicals  that  could  harm  the 
delicate  surface  of  a  coin.  The  acetate 
film  used  on  WHITMAN  coin  and  cur¬ 
rency  holders  and  as  slides  in  the  Book¬ 
shelf  albums  also  qualifies  for  these  same 
high  standards.  In  the  past  few  months 
our  agents  have  been  experimenting 
with  this  plastic  film  and  have  now 
produced  a  product  that  is  water  clear 
and  completely  free  from  surface 
scratches  and  “fish  eyes,”  a  defect  com¬ 
mon  to  most  plastic  film. 

The  design  and  construction  of  all 
WHITMAN  albums  is  a  quality  fea¬ 
ture  that  must  be  thought  of  far  in 
advance  of  actual  production.  Some¬ 
times  even  the  most  carefully  calculated 
models  fall  short  of  their  goal.  This  was 
true  with  the  first  run  of  Bookshelf 
albums,  which  wero  all  destroyed  and 
never  released.  The  experience  gained 


from  this  trial  resulted  in  the  Bookshell 
album  now  on  the  market,  which  far 
outclasses  all  of  its  competition. 

All  WHITMAN  products  arc  con¬ 
stantly  being  tested  while  in  production. 
A  group  of  inspectors  known  as  the 
Quality  Control  Department  are  regu¬ 
larly  checking  the  quality  of  all  products 
in  production.  Every'  operation  is  in¬ 
spected  at  least  four  times  a  day  by  this 
control  group.  Production  samples  are 
matched  with  master  samples  that  have 
been  accepted  as  perfect.  Any  deviation 
is  immediately  corrected. 

In  addition  to  this  routine  inspec¬ 
tion,  our  production  manager,  Warren 
Mielkc.  with  sales  manager.  Pete  Focr- 
ster,  make  two  trips  daily  through  the 
plant  to  see  that  everything  is  running 
according  to  schedule  and  being  held  to 
specification. 

All  of  these  checks  are  made  with  the 
coin  collector  in  mind.  We  arc  aware  of 
the  fact  that  coin  collectors  more  than 
other  consumers  are  extremely  fastidious 
about  the  quality  of  holders  that  they 
use.  Their  trained  eyes  are  quick  to  spot 

In  the  center,  Pete  Focrstcr  is  moking  one  of  his 
twico-doily  inspections  of  the  die  cutting  operolion. 
Notice  thot  the  holes  to  be  punched  out  ore  first 
printed  with  a  design.  These  slugs  ore  salvaged 
and  used  by  the  WHITMAN  Game  Deportment  in 
children's  games. 


any  defects. 

Fop  quality  Itook  printing  begins  with 
the  selection  of  a  topic  that  will  be  of 
interest  to  die  greatest  number  of  col¬ 
lectors.  A  competent  writer  is  then 
selected  to  produce  the  best  possible  and 
most  authoritative  book.  Many  manu¬ 
scripts  are  screened  each  year,  and  only 
the  most  promising  works  are  selected. 

The  use  of  ultramodern  printing 
equipment  and  methods  assures  that  the 
printing  qualities  of  all  WHITMAN 
books  is  the  very  finest  available.  These 
modem  methods  also  help  in  producing 
the  books  at  the  lowest  possible  price, 
which  is  another  big  factor  in  WHIT¬ 
MAN  sales  leadership.  Specialists  are 
always  available  to  determine  the  best 
method  of  printing  through  use  of  a 
vast  array  of  printing  equipment.  In 
addition  to  the  sendees  of  these  trained 
experts,  all  key  management  personnel 
in  the  Coin  Supply  Division  have  been 
indoctrinated  through  the  related  train¬ 
ing  program  so  that  wc.  too,  are  familiar 
with  all  printing  methods. 

The  final  step  in  producing  a  quality 
item  is  giving  careful  attention  to  pack¬ 
aging,  cartoning  and  shipping.  All  of 
these  details  are  taken  care  of  with  the 
dealer  in  mind  so  as  to  make  mer¬ 
chandising  of  these  items  as  convenient 
and  profitable  as  possible. 

Coin  folded  ore  carefully  trimmed  to  the  exact 
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